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Course Description: 
Survey of U.S. Latino/a literature of various genres and historical periods. Literary contributions by writers of varied cultural heritage, including Chicano, Cuban-American, Puerto-Rican and more. 
Course Objectives:
The course will

1. focus on the development and growth of Latino/a literature in the United States.
2. present and explore the connections between US Latino literature and the broader American literature.
3. focus on the value of Latino/a literature as a product of the US and the writers’ cultural heritage.
Students will read and discuss essays, drama, novels, poetry, short stories and ideological discourse while also exploring historical motivators of the literature that have made cultural impacts on the Latino/a communities and the American mainstream.
Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will 
· summarize the content of a given text and explain its meaning and major themes orally and in writing.
· Analyze, orally and in writing, a specific text based on the specific components unique to its genre: poetry, fiction, and essay.

· explain through oral and written presentations the contributions that Latinos and Latinas have made to American literature as well as the international community in the form of essays, novels, poetry, short stories and visual texts.
· explain through oral and written presentations the historical contexts that may have prompted various Latino and Latina groups to publish literature and visual texts.

· employ, orally and in writing, various forms of literary criticism in order to identify and predict the thematic expressions of the authors as well as the intended readers.

· explicate how Latino/a literature reflects the Latino and Latina citizen as social product.
· analyze the literary contributions which Latino/a American writers have made and will continue to make to the American culture.

Length of Course:     40 hours - lecture
Grading Method:      A-F
Prerequisites:          Placement in RD 115 and Placement in WR121.
Required Text:
One of the following:
· The Latino Boom: An Anthology of U.S. Latino Literature, edited by John Christie and Jose Gonzalez.
· U.S. Latino Literature Today, edited by Gabriela Braeza Ventura

· The Latino Reader: An American Tradition, edited Harold Augeberg and Margarite Fernandez Olmos

· Currents from the Dancing River: Contemporary Latino Fiction, Nonfiction and Poetry, edited by Ray Gonzalez
Major Topic Outline:
I. The Genres


A. Latino Narrative



1. Historical fragments



2. Fiction



3. Essay



4. Academic discourse / scholarly publication


B. Latino Poetry 



1. Poetry as Protest


2. Spoken Word



3. Traditional Voices

2. The Landscapes


A. Mexico and the Modern US-Mexican Border


B. Cuba


C. Puerto Rico


D. The Dominican Republic


E. Central America

F. South America

3. Distinctive Traits of Specific Literature and contributions to American Literature

A. Chicano/a


B. Cuban-American


C. Nuyorican

D. Domincan-Republican


E. Central America


F. Regions of South America (as applicable)

4. Thematic Units and Readings


A. Sense of Self


1. Native


2. Exile and Immigrant



3. Transcultured

B. Living in the World


1. The Lost Worlds



2. The Working World



3. The Urban World



4. Out on the Fringe

